Cooling Down For Green Season

One of the best-kept secrets of the Southern Pacific Zone is the “green season,” roughly April to November.

Contrary to common belief, the weather during most of those months is refreshing and comfortable.  

Residents and visitors breathe a sigh of relief when afternoon showers start sometime in April, breaking the hot, dry stretch from December. April and May showers often begin in the mid-to-late afternoon and subside by dark. Sometimes it rains at night, revealing shimmering emerald hues in the jungle come morning.

The seasonal weather pattern typically brings medium rainfall in April, May and June; lower rainfall in July and August, or “little summer”, and heaviest rainfall in September and October. These cycles can shift a few weeks earlier or later.

An informal poll of residents in the Southern Pacific Zone turns up many reasons to enjoy the green season. 

Temperatures drop a couple of degrees; cloud cover increases protection from the sun’s rays; sunsets are brilliant; flowers and trees flourish; creeks and streams gush and waterfalls sprout from the hills, and the jungle becomes even more intensely green.

Surfers say the waves are bigger in the rainy season. 

“I prefer Costa Rica during the months of May, June, July and August,” says a longtime Dominical resident.

“It’s cooler and not so crowded around here, and the jungle is more beautiful the greener it gets.”  

With fewer tourists in town, life resumes a slower rhythm and the people have more time to visit. 

“Nature becomes more alive during green season, especially the plants and waterfalls,” says a local man. “I love the afternoon drizzle. I do all my work and running around early in the day and get home by mid-afternoon for a cup of tea on the patio. Rainy afternoons are great for reading and taking siestas.

Some nights are actually so chilly I sleep under two blankets,” he says.

Adds his wife, “Evenings are really romantic with rainfall sounding on the rooftop. We like dining by candlelight when the electricity goes off – as it sometimes does in the tropics.”

Some tourists are in on the secret. One young lady confesses to deliberately scheduling her annual Costa Rica trips in May to avoid the high season. “Airfares are cheaper during green season and I can find accommodations in the hotel of my choice,” she says. 

“One more thing, I get faster service in the restaurants.”

