Una Mano Amiga Awards Scholarships to 17 Local High School Students

To encourage Dominicalito teenagers to attend high school, the non-profit Una Mano Amiga Foundation – “a friendly hand” -- has awarded full scholarships to three local students and partial scholarships to 14 students for the 2006 school year.

Adriana Perez Bonilla, Marilin Viquez Martinez and Josue Venegas Arguello are attending colegio in Uvita this year thanks to full scholarships of approximately $250 each. The awards cover costs for one year of uniforms, shoes, school supplies, lunches and other expenses based on individual need. 

Adriana and Marilin also received scholarships last year. 

Scholarship applicants are evaluated on their personal interview, written communication, academic record (grades, conduct, and attendance), economic need and future potential.

The partial scholarships are for an average of $150 each to cover one-half year or one semester of schooling expenses. The 14 recipients may qualify for a second semester of scholarship awards.

Una Mano Amiga Foundation was established in 2005 by Punta Dominical, S.A. to support sustainable projects that benefit the Costa Rica people and environment.

The foundation is most interested in projects relating to public health, safety, education and conservation of nature in Dominical and the Osa Peninsula region.

The students and their parents, school officials, and sponsors were honored February 16 at a dinner at Restaurante La Parcela at Punta Dominical.

Foundation Member Gloria Medina said that as part of the scholarship program, students will be encouraged to participate in community service projects that benefit the Dominicalito/ Poza Azul community.

“One project that will launch in the next few months is the restoration of coastal wetlands in the Dominicalito area,” said Medina.  “Students will also be given the opportunity to be paired with mentors or sponsors for personal relationships and leadership/lifestyle development,” she said.

More than 30 individuals and organizations in Costa Rica and the United States have pledged nearly $4,500 to the scholarship fund. Punta Dominical, S.A. matches every contribution, dollar for dollar.

“A goal of Una Mano Amiga Foundation is to encourage students living in Dominicalito to complete their high school education,” Medina said. Until a few years ago, no students from the Dominicalito elementary school attended high school in Uvita, a small town approximately 15 kilometers south of Playa Dominical, she said.

“The primary reasons for not attending high school included not having money for a uniform, school supplies, or lunch. Lack of parental encouragement also was a possible reason for not continuing in school,” Medina said.

“The scholarships are helping qualified students overcome the main barrier to furthering their education. The parents are now promoting our efforts with encouragement and emotional support,” she said.

To contribute to Una Mano Amiga Foundation, contact Gloria Medina at gloria@puntadominical.com.
